Update for all Staff re Weather: NHS Borders services continue to resume as normal: Update for Sun 10th & Mon 11th Jan 10
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STAFF TRAVELLING TO WORK:

NHS Borders services continue to resume as normal: Update for Sunday 10th and Monday 11th January 2010:

Staff are advised to make their own way to their workplace if possible. They should take care and allow additional time for their journey. 

Some additional transport for staff is being arranged but this is prioritised for essential services and priority clinical areas.

Staff and drivers will need to take extra care on footpaths and in car parks due to icy conditions and built-up snow.  Everyone is reminded that the risks of trips and falls are higher in these weather conditions.

The significant efforts that staff have been making to travel to work are much appreciated.

We understand that it is intended all High Schools will be open tomorrow and a number of outlying Primary Schools will remain closed, but parents should check local radio for updates throughout the day.

Press Release issued today (for further information to staff):
All Hospital Services and Out Patient clinics are resuming as normal on Monday 11th January. 

Patients are advised to attend their clinic or appointment only if they can travel there safely.  They should take care and allow additional time for their journey.  Patients and drivers should take extra care on footpaths and in car parks due to icy conditions and built-up snow. Everyone is reminded that the risks of trips and falls are higher in these weather conditions.

There may still be some disruption in community based services in areas affected by difficult travel conditions.  Patients who have appointments or are expecting a visit from a community health professional and have any urgent concerns, are advised to contact their local Health Centre or Community Mental Health Service. 

Patients who are expecting the Patient Transport Service to take them to a routine appointment should be aware that there may be delays and the transport service will have to prioritise emergency and urgent patients.  This may mean they will not receive Patient Transport.  We continue to work closely with the Scottish Ambulance Service. 
Any routine appointments missed due to the weather conditions will be rearranged by NHS Borders.

People should listen to local radio and check NHS Borders’ website (www.nhsborders.org..uk <http://www.nhsborders.org..uk/>) for further service updates.

More detailed weather forecasts can be found on the Met Office website:  www.metoffice.gov.uk <http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/>
